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argued, it may be perfectly right, perfectly natu-
ral, perfectly in accordance with true wisdom, that
all this should take place, that men should yield
their own private judgment to the authority of so
many more, and wiser than themselves; but yet,
when it does take place, it is abundantly clear that
another appeal has been substituted for the right
of private judgment. That right, in the case sup-
posed, was actually exercised, but its conclusions
were immediately rebutted; now it is discovered,
that it is far safer to trust to the common judgment
than to the individual; in other words, that the
authority of the common consciousness of mankind,
in these matters, is a test of truth higher than the
consciousness of any individual man can ever pre-
tend to be. Such, then, are some of the arguments
by which individualism is contested and repelled.

The two antagonist principles, then, may now be
placed in bold opposition before our view. The in-
dividualist, on the one hand, maintains, that as the
reason which is in us is the sole organ we possess
for the discovery of truth, every fact, every senti-
ment, every principle, whatever it be, must come
under its cognizance, and be adjudged right or
Wrong, according as it shall decide. Even suppos-
ing some other authority to be admitted, yet it is
the individual reason which must decide upon its
validity and its worth, so that, after all, it is this
which constitutes to us the last and final appeal.
The opposition party, on the other hand, here step
in with the reply, that although the reason we pos-